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Vol. VH. 


Reflexions on the Pofture of Affairs in Flanders. 


Bruges, after the Battel of Audenard. On the Siege of Lifle: 


THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


~On our not purfuing the French to Ghent and 
the Defeat of M. de la Motte, 


and the French under bis Command, by Major General Cadogan: On the Attempt of the French 


to put Men and Powder into Lifle. 


On the Reafons of the-French King’s being well fervd. A 


fhort Account of my Controverfy with the Rehearfer. 


= 





From (ednesday, September 22. 


to Saturday September 25. 1708. 





Country-m. | Want your Opinion, Mafter, of the 
Siege of Lifle, and of our Affairs in 
Flanders. 


Obf. What need is there of my Opifiion, Xoger, 
when theGazette of Monday laft, the 2oth Inftant, 
in the Article from the Camp at Lannoy, of the 
24th of September, N.S. tells you, * That the Late- 
© nefs of the Seafon, the Slowneis with which the 
“Ingineers have proceeded in their Approaches, 
‘and the great Diftculty there will be after the 
*Confumption of fo prodigious a Quantity of 
© Powder, to provide what will ftill be necetlary 
‘ in any reafonable Time, give us fome Apprehen- 
‘ fions for the Succefs of the Siege, notwithftand- 
‘ing that the Enemy, by their retiring, feem‘d 
“to have given over all Thoughts of relieving it ? 

Country-m. That’s the very Reafon, Matter, why 
Teask your Opinion; for.apon reading that Asti- 
cle in our Gezette, TL have heard feveral Gentlemen 
tut the following Queftions, 1. Why that Siege 
was undertaken fo late? 2. Why our Ingineers 
have been fo flow in their Approaches? 3. Why 
we were not fuficiently provided with Powder be- 
fore-hand? For, fay they, we all remember the 
Risk that our Fleet run, for Want of Powder and 
Bullets in their Engagement with the French off of 
Velex. Malaga. : 

Obf. And what did thofe Gentlemen fay, Roger, 
in Anfwer to their own Queftions ? 

Country-m. Say, Malter! Some faid one Thing, 
and fome another ; and moft of them faid what 
was little to the Purpofe, as ufually happens on 
fuch Occafions; but I remember, there was one 
ill-naturd Man faid, that he believ'd there was 
fome, who did not csre how long the War conti- 
nu’d, becaufe they could oti pretend to live fo 
well in Time of Peace ; and therefore they were 


- not in Hafte to bring it to a Conclufiog. 


_ Obf. That can’t be juftly faid of either of our 
Great Generals ; for you fee they fought when they 
had an Opportunity ; that Prince Exgene was pro- 
digal enough of his Life, by expofing himfelf to 
fuch Danger tn one Attack; and that the Duke 
of Marlborough bas fince that Time, expos him- 
felf in the Trenches during another. ; 
Country-m. That’s not to be deny’d, Mafter: But 


_ fome People fay, that it had been better for us to 
have firft recover’'d our own two Towns of Ghent. 


and Bruges, out of the Hands of the French-; which 
they think might cafily have been done, had the 
Blow been purfu’d after the Victory of Audenard, 
while the French Army was fcatter'd, and under a 
Confternation. They think our Horfe might eafiiy 
have purfu‘d their flying Army ; have kept them 
in Play, ’till our Foot had come up; have pre- 
vented the French's getting Provifion by the Canal 
of Newport; and by Confequence, have hinder'd 
their Conjunétion with the Duke of Berwick. — 
Obf. "Tis not for us to judge of thofe Thin 

Roger, who dont know Circumftances, nor 

w ae or Councils the Confederate Gene- 
rals acted ; 


for you know the Confederate Army 
confifts of the 


Troops of feveral Sovereign’ Powers, 


and that Generals muft act according to the Or 


ders of their refpective Mafters; fo that ’tis fcarce 
‘fuppofable, that in fuch a Cafe where there are fo 
many different Views, .allof them fhould agree in 
Opinion and Meafures. You know how the laté 
King William, of glorious Memory, was hamper’d 
that Way, tho’ he was the Head and Soul o: the 
League, commanded the Army in Perfon, and had 
a greater Truft reposd in him, and by Confe- 
quence more Authority, than is fit to be allow’d 
to any General of an inferior Quality and Intereft. 

_Country-m. Aye, Mafter; but 1 hear People fay 
‘tis very plain, that we might in all Probability 
have gain’d our End fooner by fighting, than by 
throwing our Men away againit Stone Walls, Re- 
doubts, Tenails, Ravelings, Counterguards, Coun- 
terfcarps, and I don't know how many hard 
Words, that my Country Head can’t remember ; 
and they infift upon the late Action by Major Ge- 
neral Cadogan, Major General Webb, and the Count 
de Naffan Woudenburgh, as a Proof of it; fince 
without Cannen, and with an inferior Number, 
they routed fo great a Body of French, and cartyd 
thro’ our Convoy in- Spite of them, with the Lo.s of 
7oo Men kill’d and wounded, whereas that of 
the Enemy is reckon’d to be three times more ; 
therefore, Mafter, they ask why we might not have 
expected the fame Succefs; had our Army, when 
fluth’d with Viétory, purfu’d the French, when 
they fledin Diforder to Ghent and Bruges ? 

Ubf. 1 have in part anfwer’d that already, Ro- 
ger. Befides, you know, if we had done fo, we 
could not have demolifh'd the French Lines, laid 
yer Country under Contribution, nor befieg’d 

e; fur the Duke of Berwick would immediately 
have put his Troops into the French Lines, which 
muft have ented both one and t’other. 

Country-m. \ have {aid that twenty times, Ma- 
fter ; but then they ask me unlucky Queftions, viz. 
How much will thete Contributions leffen our Tax- 
es? And whether they will be apply‘d to the Charge 
of the War? For, they fay, when the French Ge- 
nerals invaded the Empire, and laid fo great a 
Part of it under Contribution, they fent their Ma- 
fter Wori, that they had rais'd more Moncey, than 
would bear the Charges of the Campaign on that 
Side. They add, Matter, that had our victorious 
Army follow’d the ‘French clofe, they might have 
prevented their laying the Country of (adfant, Gc. 
belonging to the Da:ch, under Contribution; which 
they gave out, was as much as we levy'd in the 
Country of Arras ; we might in all Probability 
have catch’d the Princes of France, and their Play- 
mate, the Chevalier de St.George, or have obligd 
them to fcamper once more for’t. In fhort, Ma- 
fter, they fay,*that had we once torally diipers’d 
their Grand Army, and recover'd Ghent and Brages 
it had bien of more Confequence to as, than all 
that has been undertaken there fince; for they al- 
ledge, that tho’ we take Lifle, the French may do 
us as mich Mifchief, during the Winter, from 
Ghent and Bruges, as we can do them from Lifle ; 
Of the Siege of which, our Gazette gives us {0 doubt- 
ful an Account. 





| Obf. There’s more of Humour than apr 
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for the moft Part, Roger, in Coffee-houfe-Politicks. 
Wemuft leave thofe Things to the Enquiry of our 


Supcriors ;. but this we may venture to fay, That 
when Lifle comes to be ours, it will be hard for the 
French to fubfift in Ghenz and Bruges; it will then 
be cay for us to cut off their Provifions, by Way 
of Newport, and every where elfe ; and the French 
will fcarce be abl¢ to prevent our Incurfions into’ 
their Country during the Winter, or our making 
early Impreflions upon them in the Spring. 
Country-m. Yt gtieves me, Mafter, that the French 
Oppréfior fhould be fo well and fo faithfully 
ferv'd, while our gractons Queen, the beft of Sove- 
reigns, fufters fo much by the Covetoufnefs and 
Treachery of fo nrany of thofe employ’d in Places 
of Power and Trult, as was mention’d in our aft. 
You fee what brave Fellows he has in his Service. 
What could be more noble, than Capt. da Boiss 
fwimining through Rivers and Ditches, and cxpo- 
fing himfelf to fo much Danger, to bring the Duke 
of Burgundy an Account of the State of Lifle? And 
What con be more bo!d, than that brave Attempt 
of the Chevalier de Luxemburg, to put fo many 
Squadrons into the Town, with Powder; which, 
tho’ it dii not fully fucceed, was never a whit the 
lefs brave >? I am forry, however, that we had 
not earlier Notice of their March, and that we were 
not better on our Guard, to prevent the getting in 
of any of them to the Town. Pray, Mafter, what 
can be the Reafon that Tyrant is fo well ferv’d. 
Obf. It mutt be own’d, Roger,» that tho’ his 
Caufe be bid, he manages an ill Caufe the beft 
that ever any Man did : But the Reafon of his be- 
ing {0 well ferv’d, is obvious ; he employs none} 
but fuch whole Fidelity he is dure of. And tho’it 
can’t be faid, that there’s no buyiitg of Places and 





ceftors: I have fully prov’d from Adts of Parlia- 
ment, that our Fore-fathers had a Power of Coer- 
cion over thofe Princes who fucceeded him, in 
order to oblige them to keep that Contract. I 
have alfo prov d, . that this Power of Coercion was 
fo far from being derfv’d from the Pope, as the 
Rebearfer alledg’d; that it was*made Ufe of a- 
gainft him by the Council of Bafl, who deriv’dit 
from the known Conftitution of all the Kinzdoms 
in Chriffendom. Uhave fuffciently anfwer’d his Ap- 
peal to our Saxon Ancettors; and leave the Pub- 
lick to judge, whether he has not been worfted in 
every Argument that has been betwixt us ; but’ I 
know no Obligation upon me, to follow him thro’ 
all his By-paths of Slander and Calumny. T have 
made it very plain, that he’ ftrikes at her Majefly’s 
Title, and the Proteftant Succeffion, and {ets upasan 
Advocate for Popery and Tyranny ; which is a ve- 
ry pregnant.Inftance, Roger, of Ler Majefty’s not 
being faithfully ferv’d by every Body under her. 
But enough of this at prefent; I muft refer him 
to farther Gorrection another Time; and heartily 
‘thank thofe worthy Gentlemen, from whom I have 
‘lately receiv d Letters upon this, and other Subjects, 
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Advertiféments. 


Jult publif’d, 
€ Poetical Reflexions, Moral, Geomieal Styrical, &e. on 
the Vices and Follies of che Age. Containing, A Poeni tothe 


K. of Sweeden, on hislate Vidtory over the Mulcovites.) A 
Treat by the Planets. On a young Lacy furpriz’d in her 
Smock, The Elopemenr. The Bard, a true Story. The 
Kifs, a Song. An Epitaph on my Lady Pierpoinr. Ox the 
ingenious Tranflation of Rapin ef Gardens, oy Mr. J. Gardi- 
ner. On three Ladies in a Coach, and the Auther in ano- 
ther, in Hide-Park, The Rape cof Europa, from the Greek 
of Mofchus. To my Lady E>-- B---, in a Mafk. To the 
Queen, on her going to.St. Paul’s. An Elegy on the Dearty 





Pofts in his Kingdom, yet he is fo wife as to be the) 


of Bartholomew-Fair. On a Gentleman and his Miftrefs 
failing to Gravefend ina Yacht. A opy of Verles made 


Merchant himfelf: He puts the Money in his own! by a Gentleman, extempore ; his Birth, ¢! ¢ Death of his Fa+ 


Pocket, for the Support of his Government ; and 
does not-let his Servants grow unmeatfurably a 
while the Crown crows poor, nor fuffer them to 
advance fuch as will give them moft Money ; but} 
takes Care to have the chief Pofts in Court and! 
Camp fill’d up with fuch as are able to act the 
Part which 18 requird of them. He does not heap 
fo many Favours and Rewards upon three or four, 
as makes him uncapable of rewarding every Body 
elfe : For tho’ Monf. Chamillard and Madam Main- 
tenon havea very great Power that Way, he does not 
fuffer them to engrofs all. Amndas he rewards well, 
he punifhes in like manger. So that ‘tis not in t 
Power of his Favourites to fave any Perfon that 1 
found guilty of Mifinanagement in his Treafury, 
Anny, or Navy. Therefore ‘tis no W@hder, Roger, 
that the French King 1s well ferv'd. 

Country-m. 1 hope you have not refolw’d to let the 
Relcarfer go on without a Rebuke, Mafter; for he 
is very infolent. 

Obj. What News you te'l me, Roger ! When was 
he otherwife ? But to what Purpofe fhould any 
Man argue with one, that will never keep to an 
Argument, but {butfles from one Thing to another? 
Every Body mutt ‘bear me Witnefs, that I have 
follow’d Inm fo clofe, as to make him drop his 
Argument again{t the two Houfes of Parliament's 
having ‘@ joint Power with the Prince in mak- 
ing Laws: That I have fully prov’d againft him, 
that our Conflitutien allow’d the Parliament a 
Power of Cocrcion over. Tyrants ; that the Laws 
of King Obarles the 11. which feem’d to be againtt 
Coercion, are in Part repea!’d, and laid afide in 
the whole. “Tis alfo plain, that our prefent Laws 
allow us to deny Allegiance to a King or a ag 
that turns Papift, or marrits a Papift; which 
think is Coercion with a Witnefs, He has alfo 
dropt the Controverfy about making the Sacra- 
ment a Sacrifice. He has let fall that about the 
Laws of St, Edward ; which I have fully prov’d to 


ther, (being a cox etous Mifer) and his Marriage, happening 
onone Day. The Letter of Fdward the IW K.of England, 


7} to Mrs..Jane Shore, imitated from Drayton. Alexander the 
| Great, fuppos’d mourning over his Friend Clytus, whom he 


had flain utPafhion. Part 5. To be continu’doccafionally. 

By feveral Hands. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. 

Price 6d. where may be jsad the 7 orher Parts, at6 d. each. 
** Lately publifh’d, 

@ The feditious Infects; or, The Levellers affemb!'d in 
Convocation, a Peem. price 1s, The Landlowl’s Tale, a 
Poem. Fromthe 25th Bock of Orlando Furiofo. In two. Can- 
to’s. price 1s. The Fhitory of Don Politico Pifcatori ; or, 
The Political Fitherman. Faithfully tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Manufcript in the Vatican Library, and humbly in-| 
icrib’dto C--- L----tt, Efq; in Defence of the Church and 
State, againft whimfical Innovatcrs. price 6d. ‘Tie Chara- 
éter of an ill Court-Favourite ; reprefencing the Mifchiefs 
thar fow from Minifters of State, when they are more great 
than good, rhe Arrs they ule ro ieciuce their Mafters; and 
the Unhappinefs of Princes, that ate curs’d with fuch deftru- 
etive Servants. Tranflateti cur of French. price @d.' The 
Sot-weed Faétor ; or, A Voyage to Maryland, a Satyr. In 
whichisdefcriggd, the Laws, Government, Courts, and Cur- 
ftirution of thé Country ; and alfo, the Buildings, Feafts, 
Frolicks, Enterrainments, and dranken Humours of the In- 
habiranrsof that Part of America. In burlefQue Verfe. B 
Eben. Cook, Gene. price 6d. All fold by B. Bregge in Pa- 
rer-Nofter-Row. | 
———— He moft excellent Spirit of Gronnd-Ivy, diftill’d to its per- 
raraet T fétion. It infallibly cools and Tovenens 19 ode ane 
ae )) Miebrily helps to keep he Stomach in Order. It hath likewife 
Saeed amore than ordinary Effect upon the Lungs, by preventing 
aad weating off fhorr hufking Coughs, and pre erving the Lungs found 
aad entire. in any Cafe where the B!ood wants rectifying, efpecially 
Confumprions, it is hardly to be imagin’d of what Benefit itis. Itis to 
be drank in Wine, Ale, or the Waters, whereby Gentlemen may carry it 
in theit Pockets, and drink it at their Pleafure. To be fold with printed 
Direétions only at the Bible in Fettcr-Lane, at 1 s, a Bottle. Note, It 
will be found much more ufefal than what is generally call’d Gill-Ale, 
where pet npemgrer of the Herb ts never extracted. At the fame Place 
is alfo fold the true Spirit of Elder, by the firft Preparer. And the Spirit 
of Scurvy-Grals. he Portles are feal’d with the iame Coat of Arms. 

The Golden Unétion. 

Rr a moft fov afd infallible Remedy for the Gout, which 

gives immediate tate to the moft infiifferable eneipreprtes Pai, 
meliorating ard affording inftart Reliefto the Part affliéed. 
ule it in rhe firft Fir of this Dieftmper, will hardly ever know a fecond. 
and where it has got a Head, by: long Continuance, ( if eonftantly ap-. 
ply’d) ‘* will prevent itsever returoing agair with any manner of Vio- 
lence... it likewife fpplies and carries off any hard or malignant Swe!- 
ngs Pro: from grofs Humours, Sprains, or Wrenches, and is a 
moft Cure for all manner of fore Breafts, tho’ never fo bad, 
and of long Continuance; and of all other Diftempers that affli& the 
Joiots, It has been to make chofe walk young and upright, thar 













be authentick, and to have been the es Con- 
iract betwixt Wiliam the Conqacror, and-our An- 


have been lame and for ane pepe Tt is fold at the Price 
rats se with Dire@ions to vieit. To be had only a 
tbe Bibie in ‘the lower end near Fleet-ftreet. 
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